The San Miguel Watershed Plan———

e Wi - ---‘I"I;i ) ."' -:Id}iﬂlh__.- B
A Collaborative Management Framework for the San Miguel Basin

1998

Developed by the San Miguel Watershed Coalition




River

th the Doltees

luence wi

above The ¢

Sun, Migucl

ging Flume

n

H



Summary

The San Miguel Watershed contains an
impressive diversity of landscapes, from
the pristine high-altitude headwaters
above Telluride to the red sandstone
canyons at the confluence with the
Dolores River some 80 miles down-
stream. The San Miguel River itself is
considered one of the few remaining
relatively ecologically and hydrological-
ly intact river systems in Colorado.

Historically, the area’s economy has
been based primarily upon mining and
agricultural operations. Recently, the
upper basin’s booming resort economy,
coupled with a decline in traditional
industries, has resulted in significant
social, economic, and environmental
changes. Basin communities are chal-
lenged with finding ways to enhance
their long-term economic and cultural
well-being while preserving landscape
health.

In 1995, citizens, community groups,
local governments, and state and feder-
al agencies began taking a watershed
approach to address concerns and
opportunities in a way that balances
economic needs and resource conserva-
tion. The San Miguel Watershed
Coalition was formed with the mission
to develop and implement a multi-juris-
dictional watershed plan for the San
Miguel Basin. The Coalition has provid-
ed an important opportunity for people
to work together to solve problems, and
for all Basin communities to collabo-
rate on issues of regional concern.

The San Miguel Watershed Coalition
contains citizens from all parts of the
Basin who agree on a vision of a water-
shed future with these common fea-
tures:

e A landscape maintained in good
health through protection and
responsible use of natural resources;

e A sustainable economy offering
opportunities for growth and
employment guided by a strong
sense of community identity;

* A cooperative atmosphere where
individuals, organizations and agen-
cies work to create a balance
between economic opportunity and
resource conservation while respect-
ing individual rights and differences
in views;

* Availability of a diversity of high
quality recreational opportunities;

e A citizenry educated about the
close connection between resource
conservation, economic vitality and
quality of life and committed to
good watershed stewardship.



