
 

Seasonôs Greetings from the Telluride Institute !  

Our Mission:  The Telluride Institute is an innovative non-profit organization that fosters the transition to a 

sustainable world.  We work with communities, businesses, and the public sector to find real solutions that 

support the health of environments, cultures, and economies.  We collaborate with leading artists, 

scientists, and educators to map a progressive future. 

 

TI celebrates 25 years of service from its high altitude home at the headwaters of the San Miguel River in 

Telluride, Colorado.  .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ άǇǊƛƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜέ ƛƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ through the 

Watershed Education Program (WEP) and the Bridal Veil Living Classroom (BLVC), TI successfully pursued 

a variety of educational programs, workshops, and public lectures that extended ¢LΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 

the watershed. 

 

http://tellurideinstitute.org/page_1


TI Projects  

TI is the umbrella for a variety of interconnected initiatives dealing with sustainability, education, health, 

and cultural diversity.   

In accordance with TI's mission, the Tibet Fund supports initiatives that help keep the ancient Tibetan 

culture alive, promote education, and strengthen local economies.  The fund is run by Elisabeth Gick, a 

longtime Telluride local who "loves Tibet just as much as Telluride."  Elisabeth made significant headway 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ƛƴ 

Kardze , in the eastern Tibetan province of Kham . 

 

  

Suzan Beraza secured funding for her documentary film, BagIt, a project to raise awareness about the 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŀƳǇŀƴǘ ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎΧŜǎǇΦ 

plastic bags.  Suzan recently showed a rough cut of the film at the Wilkinson Library in Telluride and the 

project will premiere at the prestigious Wild and Scenic Film Festival in Nevada City, California on January 

15, 2010. 

 
Mark Rikkers generated an ongoing program of research and public presentations centered on climate 

change and our CO2 footprint.  A bi-annual lecture, {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ /ǊȅƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ, by research 

climatologist Dr. Jason Box, packed the Sheridan Opera House a year ago with insightful and educational 

information regarding the current state of the climate.  Mark also spearheaded a trip to the Czech 

Republicτin collaboration with the Centre for the Future and the Telluride Instituteτthat provided a 

three week course for upper division students at the Telluride Mountain School. 
 

A very exciting recent addition to our ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ethiopian Family Fund, a non-

profit committed to the development of sustainable education and healthcare programs for children and 

their families in Ethiopia.  Directed by Marla Hodes, the EFF is presently sponsoring 19 little girls who live 

in very destitute conditions to go to school.  The girls are overseen by Roman Kifle, EFF advisory board 

member, on the ground in Addis Ababa.  Dr. Rick Hodes, presenter and winner of one of the nonprofit 

prizes at the Mountain Film Festival, for his film Making the Crooked Straight, ƛǎ aŀǊƭŀΩǎ brother in -law.  

http://tellurideinstitute.org/page_102
http://ethiopianfamilyfund.org/


Telluride opened their arms to Rick when he visited for the festival.  Dr. Hodes is known as "Father Teresa" 

in Ethiopia and has been instrumental in identifying children suffering from curvature of the spine due to 

TB of the spine.  Dr. Hodes sends these children to Southern CA for life saving spine and heart surgeries.  

EFF is now working to help transport children to the United States for these surgeries and to help find host 

families for their stay while recovering.  
 

 
 

BVLC  

 
The Bridal Veil Living Classroom is one of Telluride Institute's most intensive, individualized and scientific 

WEP courses.   The program is a summer science intensive for high school students and college intern field 

assistants, located in a fragile sub-alpine basin approximately 5 miles southeast of, and 2000 feet above, 

the town of Telluride. 
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WEP  

Our flagship Watershed Education P rogram  continued to make available its ñmenuò of experiential 

curricula tied to Colorado Stat e teaching standards for K -  12 education.  A highlight of the school year 

in 2009 was the first annual overnight snowshoe trip on March 23 ς 24, 2009.  While the snow flew and 

the winds blew, WEP co-directors Eileen Cahalane and Laura Kudo accompanied ten Norwood middle-

school students and two teachers geared up with backpacks, goggles, snowshoes, and poles on top of 

Lizard Head Pass for the two and a half mile trek in to the Farny High Camp at Sheep Mountain.  

 

Telluride Mushroom Festival  

The Telluride Mushroom Festival is back in the black!  Led by TI board member and county commissioner, 

Art Goodtimes, the 29th annual three-Řŀȅ άǎƘǊƻƻƳ ŦŜǎǘέ ŘǊŜǿ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ 

Asia and featured Gary Lincoff, world renowned mycologist.  Order your weekend passes now for the 30th 

annual festival in August 2010. 

Special Events  

High atop the San Miguel Watershed the Bridal Veil Powerstation  sits, churning out p ower for the 

Town of Telluride.  Institute Trustee Alessandra Jacobson and her husband Eric  Jacobson , the 

man behind the restoration of the plant, open ed their home to this once a year fundraiser for the 

Institute  last August . Reserve your tickets for the TI Summer 2010 Fundraiser ðlocation to be 

announced . Space is limited  to 40 lucky indivi duals . 

This Spring, in conjunction with our sister organization in the Czech Republic, The Centre for the Future, TI 

is helping to coordinate the second annual workshop by world-renown landscape architect, Laurie Olin.  

Professor Olin will be leading a group of advanced students from the University of Pennsylvania and 

doctoral candidates from the School of Sustainability at Arizona State University in a studio focused on 

urban and rural design issues that had been identified by the City Council in Slavonice, CZ. 
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http://tellurideinstitute.org/page_62


Our Staff and Board of Trustees  

Laura Kudo, Director of WEP,  

Lynn Domingos, Special Projects 

Mark Rikkers, Carbon Initiative and Higher Education  

Dan Collins, President of the Board of Trustees 

Pamela Zoline, Vice President of the Board of Trustees 

Art Goodtimes, Treasurer and Trustee, Mushroom Festival Director 

Kandee Degraw, Finance Director, Mushroom Festival Co-Director 

Alessandra Jacobson, Secretary and Trustee 

Sally Davis, Trustee 

John Clute, Trustee 

Margi Wilkinson, Trustee 

 
Links to a few of our many initiatives, programs, projects , and partners  

 
¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƭƭǳǊƛŘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/page_1 

Contribute to TI!  http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/page_61 

Learn more about EFF at http://ethiopianfamilyfund.org/ 

Sign up for Mushroom Festival 2010:  http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/page_62 

Sponsor a Tibetan Girl:  http://www.tellurideinstitute.org/page_102 

Watch the trailer for BagIt the Movie:  http://reelthing.us/bagit.html 

Tour the Centre for the Future in the Czech Republic:  http://www.centreforthefuture.org 
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