
Mourning Mushroom’s Wise Wild Elder 
By Art Goodtimes, from the Up Bear Creek column of March 22, 2018 
 
  
  
GARY LINCOFF … Having come from immigrant shopkeepers, and a second 
generation of professionals – many of them doctors – Gary took a different tack. 
He studied philosophy in college and then took up with mushrooms. As he once 
explained, “perhaps because it was thought at the time as being of no account, a 
mere curiosity of nature, something that rotted everything else. My grandfather 
even had to say to me, when my behavior was already too far along to be 
corrected, ‘I like lettuce BUT I don’t study it!’ … Somehow I knew I was on the right 
track” … He not only studied mushrooms and plants all his life, much of it spent in 
Central Park, or at forays all over the country, he also became a national expert on 
them. 
 
But he never fell into the role of stuffy pedant, sometimes common in mycological 
society circles in the Sixties, back when I started pursuing fungal entanglements … 
Gary was a hoot. He loved to dress up like a mushroom, or in increasingly bizarre 
and outlandish costumes, and drum his way down Telluride’s main street at the 
annual Mushroom Festival parade. Or to take a crew of late night psychonauts on 
a guided field trip around our mountain resort town, telling stories, giggling and 
laughing. Or to be the one to find the light of the moon inside a condo fridge, and 
have most of the room rolling around hysterically on the carpet … 
 
But his creds were impeccable. The Audubon Field Guide. New York Botanical 
Garden. Multiple books. Foray leader and popular lecturer … Though he was 
happy to lump with the lumpers, he could split with the best of them … Check his 
Facebook page to learn the depth of the fungal soil he touched in so many …  
 
“Raconteur extraordinaire, but most of all a premiere friend of fungus” -Maria 
Reidelbach …  
 
“A mensch of a mushroom man” –Marc Shapiro …  
 
“One of the most respected, brilliant, funny, charming mycologists” – Ethan 
Crenson …  
 
“His sense of humor was off the charts … He taught me so much about biology, 
not only the fungal kindom, but also about evolution, genetics, taxonomy … I 
considered him to be the heart and soul of the Telluride Mushroom Festival” –Dr. 
Joel Kaufman …  
 
“Merry prankster, a voice for the mycological world, and all around fantastic human 
being” -Shangri Devi 


